202                      AMONG THE DRUSES

Adham produced a small bottle of arak, distilled from
grapeskins, a spirit as clear and strong as corn whiskey,
which he drank with us. Ismael5 being an akil9 could
neither smoke nor drink.

In matters of sex, also, Ismael had to follow much
stricter laws than those laid down for his two brothers.
He could and did have one wife, but outside the monoga-
mous marriage relation, he was vowed to absolute chastity.
His brothers might dally with the pretty gypsy Bedouin
dancing-girls who often passed through the Djebel with
their tambourines and donkeys. The worst punishment
the young warriors could suffer would be the same kind
of lenient "bawling out" that the Yale freshman gets
when Papa learns of his entanglement with chorus girls.
But for Ismael it would mean bitter shame and public
disgrace.

As an elder, Ismael was pledged, at the request of any
Druse, to give advice and even material help in time of
need. Further, according to his vows, he must never lose
his temper, never show excitement, never run, never ele-
vate his voice, never express hunger or thirst, and never
boast. He was not permitted to fight In raids, tribal
quarrels, or personal feuds, but could take up arms only
in defense of the nation.

All Druses profess the same religion,, are familiar with
the Druse scriptures, the Kitab el-Hikmet^ or "Book of
Wisdom," and are permitted to take part in services in
the temple. But only the elders compose the inner circle
of initiates. To them has been revealed a set of rnys^
teries never divulged, so far as I know, to general knowl-
edge or to the remainder of the Druses themselves. I be-
lieve that these mysteries are symbolic rituals with secret